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Review

"This study showcases Pascal's ongoing relevance at the intersection of a variety of what are today distinct
disciplines -- theology, rhetoric, philosophy, psychology, sociology, literature, as well as (though not touched
on here) mathematics and science. Wood writes clearly and with wit, in both its senses. He amply
demonstrates his thesis that Pascalian theology is both possible and fruitful." --Marginalia
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Blaise Pascal's account of the cognitive consequences of the Fall is clearly set out by William Wood in the
first book on Pascal's theology to appear in English in more than forty years. Wood's central claim is that for
Pascal, the Fall is a fall into duplicity. Pascal holds that as fallen selves in a fallen world, human beings have
an innate aversion to the truth that is also, at the same time, an aversion to God. According to Pascal, we are
born into a duplicitous world that shapes us into duplicitous subjects, and so we find it easy to reject God
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long been overlooked by theologians, but it is both traditional and innovative. It is robustly Augustinian, with
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embraces a view of subjectivity that seems strikingly contemporary. For Pascal, the self is a fiction,
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because it is the essential glue that holds his world together. This book offers more than just a novel
interpretation of Pascal's Pensees. Wood demonstrates, by exegetical argument and constructive example,
that 'Pascalian' theology is both possible and fruitful.
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