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What Is Sexual Harassment?: From Capitol Hill To The Sorbonne By Abigail C. Saguy Just how can
you transform your mind to be a lot more open? There numerous resources that can assist you to enhance
your thoughts. It can be from the other experiences as well as tale from some people. Reserve What Is Sexual
Harassment?: From Capitol Hill To The Sorbonne By Abigail C. Saguy is one of the trusted sources to get.
You can find a lot of publications that we discuss below in this website. And currently, we reveal you among
the very best, the What Is Sexual Harassment?: From Capitol Hill To The Sorbonne By Abigail C. Saguy

Review
"In this path-breaking comparative study, Saguy sheds light on a crucial aspect of the lives of many working
women by analyzing the various frames through which sexual harassment is understood in two national
contexts."

From the Inside Flap
"An outstanding work. This book is at once an analysis of a disturbing social practice and a study in legal
mobilization. Saguy gets inside the black box of culture by showing how a piece of legal culture gets
produced, disseminated, and received. Paying close attention to the discursive possibilities in the legal texts,
the work is grounded in the organizational settings through which representational struggles are waged,
displaying how the laws came to be as they are. A rich and provocative account that will be the starting point
for future discussions of sexual harassment."—Susan Silbey, author of The Common Place of Law: Stories
from Everyday Life

"In this pathbreaking comparative study, Saguy sheds light on a crucial aspect of the lives of many working
women by analyzing the various frames through which sexual harassment is understood in two national
contexts. While norms against sexual harassment are growing deeper roots in the American workplace,
accusations of sexual improprieties remain often the object of ridicule in France. Saguy's explanation of this
and other differences goes beyond traditional culturalist models. The beauty of her analysis is to capture
some of the ways in which sexuality is used to gain power in the workplace, and the role played by cultural
frameworks in mediating these modalities."—Michele Lamont, co-author of Rethinking Comparative
Cultural Sociology: Repertoires of Evaluation in France and the United States

"This sophisticated, yet highly readable and dramatic account reveals how differently sexual harassment is
interpreted in the laws and social practices in the United States and France. Drawing on a wide range of
research, Saguy reveals how political and cultural differences in the two societies have implications for
addressing the harm victims face. A must read for sociologists of organizational behavior and culture, as well
as lawyers and the informed public."—Cynthia Fuchs Epstein, author of Deceptive Distinctions: Sex, Gender
and the Social Order

"Rooted in rigorous comparative research, What Is Sexual Harassment? answers its own question with no-



nonsense lucidity and cutting intelligence." --Joshua Gamson, author of Freaks Talk Back

"This is a remarkable book, both in terms of methodology and theory. This work will be an indispensable
tool for anyone concerned with defining the concept of sexual harassment. The comparative approach
demonstrates its heuristic importance, as Saguy shows a remarkable mastery of different social and legal
cultures."—Françoise Gaspard, author of A Small City in France

"What is Sexual Harassment? offers an original examination of the variable, much contested meanings of
sexual harassment in both the United States and France. Saguy not only explains how divergent legal
understandings have reflected the quite different cultural traditions and social structures in each of these two
nations, but she also addresses how reaction to American media representations of sexual harassment
reinforced the development of unique legal constructions in France. This is a highly interesting, innovative,
and important study that advances our understanding about how socio-legal meaning is produced,
reproduced, and transformed."—Michael McCann, author of Rights at Work: Pay Equity Reform and the
Politics of Legal Mobilization
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sexual harassment in both the United States and France. Saguy not only explains how divergent legal
understandings have reflected the quite different cultural traditions and social structures in each of these two
nations, but she also addresses how reaction to American media representations of sexual harassment
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In France, a common notion is that the shared interests of graduate students and their professors could lead to
intimate sexual relations, and that regulations curtailing those relationships would be both futile and
counterproductive. By contrast, many universities and corporations in the United States prohibit sexual
relationships across hierarchical lines and sometimes among coworkers, arguing that these liaisons should
have no place in the workplace. In this age of globalization, how do cultural and legal nuances translate?
And when they differ, how are their subtleties and complexities understood? In comparing how sexual
harassment—a concept that first emerged in 1975—has been defined differently in France and the United
States, Abigail Saguy explores not only the social problem of sexual harassment but also the broader cultural
concerns of cross-national differences and similarities.
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Most helpful customer reviews

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Interdisciplinary legal scholarship at its best
By Paul Campos
For more than 100 years, starting with Oliver Wendell Holmes' famous essay "The Path of the Law,"
American legal scholars have bemoaned the lack of a serious sociological jurisprudence, that would treat law
as a social phenomenon, rather than as a conceptual game or an opportunity to indulge in covert advocacy
disguised as scholarship.
Holmes was merely the first in a long line of legal thinkers to ignore his own advice (in his 30-year judicial
career, he did basically nothing to advance any serious interdisciplinary study of law).
In her new book, Abigail Saguy demonstrates how a rigorous sociological investigation of a now-common
legal concept from a comparative perspective can yield all sorts of insights into the nature of the politics of
law.
Saguy compares the concepts of sexual harrassment as they have been developed by the American and
French legal systems. Part of the book's value is how it reminds us that what now seems like a central
concept of American, and to a much lesser extent, French, law, was something that literally did not even
exist 30 years ago. She traces the genesis of the concept in the feminist movements of the 1960s and 1970s,
and describes how the concept has taken significantly different forms in France and America.
Her interviews with numerous prominent legal and political actors in both countries are fascinating, as is her
analysis of the factors that have led to sexual harrassment being framed as a form of sex discrimination in
America, and a crime of violence (albeit a widely ignored one) in France.
While Saguy's methods are markedly empirical, she does not overwhelm the reader with statistics. Rather,
she weaves an engrossing narrative, that will interest lawyers, legal scholars, especially those with interests
in comparative law, employment law, and gender politics, sociologists, political activists, and anyone else
who is concerned with the use and abuse of sexual power in the workplace. (Among the many taken-for-
granted issues Saguy helps clarify is the apparent arbitrariness ivolved in limiting the concept of sexual
harrassment to workplace interactions).
This is a terrific book. If the academy produced more work like this, we wouldn't be suffering our current



embarrassment of being able to read "The Path of the Law" 103 years after its publication with such a
distinct sense of plus ca change . . .

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Princeton University
By Sara R. Curran
Saguy's book accomplishes much and does so in an accessible and sophisticated way. I have used it to teach
my undergraduates in an introductory gender course and they found it compelling and powerful. For them it
opens up a black box of taken for granted assumptions about the relationship between gender and policy. It
shows how gender shapes cultural and institutional arrangements, which in turn influences policy form and
implementation, which in turn affects policy impacts and social change. The study does so with thoughtful
analyses of indepth interviews of lawyers and human resource personnel, media analyses, and key informant
interviews. My undergraduates thoroughly enjoyed the book and frequently referred to it in later discussions
and essays. It had clearly impressed them. I will certainly use it in future courses.

I could also easily see using this book to teach about public policy. It is an excellent exemplar for social
policy analysis. This is a beautifully written, excellent comparative analysis, and powerfully insightful study
of how policies evolve in different contexts, yielding profoundly different implementation and impacts for
individuals and society. In this way it can be useful not only for those interested in the specifics of the topic,
but also for those interested in the broader questions of policy making, implementation and consequences.

Finally, I was recently at the University of Florida when Saguy's book came up in a conversation about
women's studies. What is Sexual Harassment was to one of the senior scholars "a wonderful 'next generation'
piece of scholarship" for future women's studies scholars to emulate.

See all 2 customer reviews...
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Be the very first to download this book now and also obtain all reasons you have to read this What Is Sexual
Harassment?: From Capitol Hill To The Sorbonne By Abigail C. Saguy The book What Is Sexual
Harassment?: From Capitol Hill To The Sorbonne By Abigail C. Saguy is not simply for your duties or need
in your life. E-books will certainly constantly be a buddy in every single time you read. Now, let the others
find out about this page. You can take the benefits as well as discuss it also for your buddies as well as
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